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Mini Bulls international
IN MOST breeds Crufts nowadays draws 
a significant number of overseas entries, 
which makes a big win there even more 
memorable.

Yet it often surprises me that at the 
other main show of the year, each 
breed’s national specialty – usually the 
championship show of the parent breed 
club – foreign entries are normally few.

There may be some, especially if it is a 
special occasion, but seldom as many as 
there would be at Crufts.

Of course there are exceptions, such 
as the recent Australian Shepherd 
extravaganza, and often these are 
combined with at least one other set of 
CCs so it is worth exhibitors from Europe, 
and sometimes even further, making the 
effort to travel.

How else can clubs encourage more 
people from abroad to attend their 
‘nationals’? The Miniature Bull Terrier Club 

has come up with an interesting idea, one 
which certainly makes a difference.

It decided to make a whole weekend 
of it, and to this end went to the popular 
dog-friendly Royal Court Hotel near 
Coventry. The club championship show 
was on the Sunday, and on the Saturday 
was held a special international team 
competition.

Enthusiasts were invited to form teams 

of six dogs: one each for under two 
years, over two years and champions, 
in both dogs and bitches. The rules for 
how the teams are compiled are not 
too complicated – they can represent a 
country, a specific club, a kennel or simply 
a group of friends. All that’s required is a 
£50 entry fee covering the six dogs.

This year eight teams were entered 
altogether, two from the UK, four from 
Germany where the breed is both popular 
and strong, and one each from France and 
Spain.

I was lucky enough to be invited to be 
one of the two judges, as an interested 
non-specialist; the other was Bull Terrier 
and Mini specialist Stephen Craven, all the 
way from New South Wales. Although we 
did not have to confer, a referee is required 
in case of any ties, and this was Bull Terrier 
man Bob Poole from Tennessee.

I often get lost en route to Keresley but 
had no excuse once I neared the hotel 

as some very distinctive club logos were 
pointing the way.

When I arrived I scarcely recognised the 
familiar ballroom; that rather distracting 
patterned carpet was covered with 
more neutral matting and all round 
the perimeter were super Mini-related 
graphics – it helps I’m sure that this is the 
profession of club chairman Dominic Clark 
and his wife Elaine. 

There were several club merchandise 
and trade stands, and all round the 
walls were big images of famous Mini 
champions down the years. One panel 
featured the club’s earliest surviving 
minutes. Another stand offered advice on 
breeding Minis, how to find a responsible 
breeder and what health aspects to 
consider, The whole impression was 
amazing.

Once we got started, the eight 
teams were introduced one by one, in 
a carefully choreographed pattern. It 
was immediately obvious how seriously 
they were taking it, some handlers (and 
occasionally dogs) dressed in regional 
costumes, and each parading to their own 
piece of music, including Don’t Stop Me 
Now and other Queen pieces, House of 
Fun and War of the Worlds incorporating 
Richard Burton! Stirring stuff and we were 
really in the mood by now!

We then started on the first class. We 
both had to go over and move each dog 
separately but it didn’t take any longer 
than normal as we each had half the ring, 
and once seen the dogs moved on to the 
next judge. Miraculously, thanks to the 
efficiency of kilted steward Don Goudie, 
they all ended up in the same order in 
which they started.  

Reasonably unobtrusive background 
music kept everyone calm, and then both 
the music and the tension ratcheted up a 
notch while we each marked our placings, 
from first to eighth, on a piece of paper. 
None of our decisions were public and 
I found it fun to keep a poker face as I 
marked down my placings…

Actually I found this a good exercise, 
having to make very rapid decisions 
without dithering – it certainly makes you 
concentrate and put special emphasis on 
the animals’ virtues rather than worrying 
too much about their imperfections. 
With dramatic size differences along with 
everything else, it isn’t the easiest breed 
to judge, involving plenty of compromise, 
so this format I hope made me stick to the 
essentials.

And so on through the six classes, and 
meantime the points accrued by each 
team by virtue of their members’ placings 
were being worked out. In a few classes 
there were ties for top place, and Bill was 
called in to re-examine a few of the dogs 
to resolve these.

And so to the results, and three teams 
were called back into the ring. It was very 
close between the second and third, the 
home club’s ‘Crate Crusaders’ just losing 
out to the German club’s ‘House of Fun’. 
But the winners by some distance were 
the home club’s ‘Headliners’ whose team 
included the winners of both champion 
classes.

The prize of a quite magnificent silver 
champagne cup, donated by the club’s 
ever-generous patron Andrea Wylie, was 
presented by Feffie Somerfield who, 
though now retired as an all-rounder, 
still takes a great interest in what’s going 
on and is a good friend to the Mini club, 
attending its events whenever possible.

Even then, no one knew how the two 
judges had placed the dogs, and for that 
they had to wait until the dinner in the 

evening when these, and the names of the 
six class winners, were announced. 

I found it fascinating to compare our 
placings – in some classes we were on 
similar lines, less so in others, hardly 
surprising in this extremely challenging 
breed. In two classes we agreed on the 
winner, the German girl Ch Bullrichs Catch 
Me If You Can in the over two class and Ch 
Grandopera Macchiato in champion bitch, 
two who combine both size and type to 
an unusual degree.

There was much more to the weekend 
and I was sorry not to be able to attend it 
all: agility, a lecture on colour inheritance 
and of course the championship show 
the next day where the strength of the 
German contingent was emphasised 
when Dominic awarded them both CCs 
and a reserve. Not to mention the social 
side which Bull Terrier and Mini people 
excel at!

The format of the weekend seems to 
have been very popular with competitors 
and visitors and everyone entered into the 
spirit of the occasion, mixing competition 
and fun. I thought this was a great effort 
by a small club, and surely one that other 
breeds with strong European links could 
do well to try.

For some years now the full size Bull 
Terrier people have had a similar event, 
held in the Netherlands, to which the UK 
send an often successful team. I gather 
this is quite an occasion, and hope to get 
there one year. If it is as much fun as the 
Mini show, it would definitely be worth 
the trip.

WE ALL know of the stupid rules regarding the showing of docked dogs. No fault 
of the show societies or of the Kennel Club but because of the barmy law which 
prevents dogs docked legally since 2007 from being shown at events in England 
and Wales which charge an admission fee to the public.

Such dogs can of course be shown at all other events, which nowadays include 
all the general championship shows except Crufts and LKA. But the Kennel Club 
does require that permission be obtained, and each month its online Journal 
contains the names of animals for whom approval has been granted.

This is normally just a formality, providing either that the dog was docked in 
a country where the operation is still legal, or it comes under the ‘working dog’ 
exemption, which this month includes German Shorthaired and Wirehaired 
Pointers, Italian Spinoni, a Welsh Springer, Weimaraners and an imported Giant 
Schnauzer. 

In addition, several dogs have gained permission after their tails were docked 
due to trauma, a Boxer, Parson Russell, Wire Vizsla, Vizsla and an imported 
American Cocker, plus a dog from a breed which has never been customarily 
docked, a Ridgeback.

There’s also an American Cocker docked in the US, plus another dog docked 
there and it’s this last one that interested me.

This is a King Charles Spaniel, and he was bred in the UK, so obviously he was 
tailed when he left the country. Now he has retuned without one.

I don’t know the reason why he was docked in the US. Perhaps it was due to 
some sort of injury, in which case his situation is on a par with some of those dogs 
I mentioned earlier.

But say it was simply because his owner wanted him docked? What then? Do 
you think the KC should grant permission to show dogs docked as an adult, other 
than where this has happened for medical reasons? It’s a moot point, and one 
about which I for one have strong views. I understand the KC does not ask for 
veterinary documentation for dogs who have been docked abroad.

I’ve been able to live with dogs being docked as tiny puppies, but, just as 
I personally find the act of cropping ears unacceptable, I could not stomach 
docking an older dog – unless of course a medical situation demanded it.

It’s also interesting to read about the other ‘permissions to show’ granted after 
operations. Most are easy to understand, when the operation was needed after 
some traumatic incident.

A few other examples did surprise me, though, notably permission granted to a 
dog following ‘ischaemic necrosis of the right femoral head due to legge perthes’.

Here is the South 
Wales best in 
show winner from 
50 years ago, the 
English Springer 
Sh Ch Moorcliff 
Freetwood Game-
cock, with Ernest 
Froggatt.

Ernest and 
June were fortu-
nate to have two 
outstanding half-
brothers in the 
kennel at the same 
time, so Gamecock 
went to Australia 
where he con-
tinued his spec-
tacular career, while his half-brother Ch Moorcliff Dougal of 
Truelindale, also a BIS winner, stayed at home and carried on 
the line of great stud dogs which dominated the breed for so 
long, siring among others the immortal Sh Ch Hawkhill Con-
naught.

Gamecock and Dougal were both by Sh Ch Douglas of 
Freetwood who had the rare, perhaps unique distinction of 
siring four BIS winners, the others Sh Ch Lochardils Ghillie of 
Bramhope and Sh Ch Majeba Mac. photo Cooke
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Dog House
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The winning team at the Miniature Bull Terrier Club’s international competition was the MBTC 
Headliners from the UK. Referee Bill Poole, judges Stephen Craven and Simon Parsons and the 
Transcend Cup are pictured with Grandopera Didier Drogba of Caliber, Ch Merlindan Captain 
Chaos, Duvessa Last Lady, Wengormick Petite Playgirl and Ch Grandopera Macchiato. Not pic-
tured is Aloukannna Hold Your Fire. Note the champion photos around the walls. photo Bloom

Runner-up team was the DCBT House of Fun from Germany. Team members were Little Chili 
Pepper’s I’m Innocent, Julian von der Alten Veste, Future Star vom Hause Wilke (who won BIS at 
the breed club championship show the next day), First Class vom Haus Wilke, Little White Gladi-
ators Hello Kitty and Little White Gladiators Drama Queen. photo Clark

Each team had its own special graphics.
 photo Clark

In and out, the Royal Court Hotel was trans-
formed. photo Clark

In 1976 Bournemouth secretary Frank Bloom (right) 
was the BIS judge and chose the Lhasa Apso Ch Shelau-
rie Piperman of Hardacre, owned by that clever breeder 
Anne Matthews, who died only last year. She won BIS 
with two different Lhasas in ’76. With them is chairman 
Len Green. Piperman was bred by Sheila Charlton in her 
first litter. photo Garwood

Liz Cartledge 
was the judge 
in ’86, award-
ing BIS at this 
level for the 
first time. She 
was able to 
find her win-
ner from a 
breed that’s 
very special 
to her, and 
where better 
than South 
Wales for a 
P e m b r o k e 
Corgi to win. 
This was 
Sarah Taylor’s 
h o m e b r e d 

tricolour bitch Ch Bymil Black Nymph, a top winner in 
the breed for several years and who had a litter sister 
who was G2 at Crufts. Sarah is still doing well in both 
Corgi breeds, owning the first Cardi to win a group, a 
Crufts group and a group show BIS, and recently judged 
the 90th anniversary show for the Cardigan association. 
Secretary Pru Green and chairman Elwyn Harding com-
plete the line-up. photo Dalton

As my dog was her 
sire, I’d be a bit 
biased in declar-
ing Black Nymph 
one of my all-time 
favourites, but 
don’t have any 
bias in saying 
the same about 
the South Wales 
winner from 20 
years ago, that 
stunning Whip-
pet Ch/Ir Ch Mith-
randir Panning 
For Gold, a local 
victory for her 
o w n e r - b r e e d e r 
Pip Campbell, who 
died sadly young 
some years later. 
This bitch was a 
daughter of Crufts 
BIS winner Ch Pen-
cloe Dutch Gold. 
Judge was Papillon breeder and one-time Crufts chairman 
Mark Hutchings, who now lives in France, and on the left is 
president Tydfil Bebb. photo Dalton


